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did put out of the book the Articles for the Homilies, Con-
secrating of Bishops, and such like 1 Surely, sir, said I, because
we were so occupied in other matters, that we had no time to
examine them how they agreed with the Word of God. What,
said he, surely you mistook the matter, you will refer your-
selves wholly to us therein ? No, by the faith I bear to God,
said I, we will pass nothing before we understand what it
is, for that were but to make you Popes; make you Popes
who li&t, said I, for we will make you none . . .

Thus I have holden you long with my rude speech; the
which since it tendeth wholly with pure conscience to seek the
advancement of God's glory, our honourable Sovereign's safety,
and the sure defence of this noble isle of England, and all by
maintaining of the liberties of this honourable council, the
fountain from whence all these do spring; my humble and
hearty suit unto you all is, to accept my good-will, and that
this that I have here spoken out of conscience and great zeal
unto my prince and state, may not be buried in the pit of
oblivion, and so no good come thereof1.

D'Eices' Journals, pp. 236-241.

(f) Speech of Sir W. Hildmay^ 12 March, 1576.

.. , True it is, that nothing can be well concluded in a
council where there is not allowed, in debating of causes
brought in, deliberation, liberty, and freedom of speech ; other-
wise, if in consultation men be either interrupted or terrified,
so as they cannot nor dare not speak their opinions freely,
like as that council cannot but be reputed for a servile council,
even so all the proceedings therein shall be rather to satisfy
the wills of a few, than to determine that which shall be just
and reasonable. But herein we may not forget to put a differ-
ence between liberty of speech and licentious speech; for by
the one men deliver their opinions freely, and with this caution,
that all be spoken, pertinently, modestly, reverently and dis-
creetly; the other contrariwise uttereth all impertinently,
rashly, arrogantly and irreverently, without respect of person,
time or place: and though freedom of speech hath always

1 For this speech Mr Wenfcworth was committed to the Tower, where
he remained till 12 March, 1576.